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I am here to speak in favor of Senate Bill 343. As a board member for the Flathead
Lakers organization I represent 1500-2000 persons interested in the welfare of Flathead
Lake. On as personal note I grew up in Dayton on the lake and have considered it my
"true" home for nearly 60 years.

I have a BA degree in chemistry from the University of Montana, and I earned a
doctorate in chemistry from Washington State University in 1968. The bulk of my
professional career was spent directing the work of the environmental health laboratory
for the Michigan Department of Public Health and acting as scientific consultant for our
Environmental Health Division. As a part of this work I came to know the zebra mussel
very well and I think it presents the greatest current threat to Montana waters. I also
believe that a program to prevent the spread of the zebra mussel will be effective against
many other invasive species.

Based on my observations in Michigan, zebra mussels are a potential invasive species
that has a well demonstrated ability to:

Destroy lake or river bottom ecologies

Damage the normal food chain

Promote aquatic weed growth

Change the nature and populations of fisheries

Damage industries and utilities using surface water.

Damage boating and recreational equipment

Degrade recreational quality and discourage tourism

Add large maintenance costs to many phases of the economy

Each of these aspects alone could be considered serious problem. Taken together on a
statewide basis, they represent disastrous consequences.

About the time I was feeling very glad that Montana was a long way from Michigan, we
began to see the uncontrolled spread of zebra mussels to Michigan's inland lakes (SEE
LIST, Inland lakes Infested with Zebra Mussels by County). The listed lakes are
upstream of the Great Lakes and should not be affected by normal spread of mussels.
Relative to a single contamination incident in the Great Lakes in 1986 the first inland
lake infestation wasn't discovered until 1991. Five years later zebra mussels had been




found in 42 inland lakes, and by 2001 166 lakes were contaminated. Circumstance
strongly suggests that nearly all of these lakes were contaminated by human transport of
mussels to the lakes.

Finally, I bring to you attention the current national map for zebra mussel distribution
data (SEE MAP, provided by USGS). The map data points shows the expected
movement around the Great Lakes shorelines given shipping and other boat movement.
Zebra mussels have also been transported to some Minnesota lakes and to the headwaters
of the Mississippi. This has assured eventual downstream movement throughout the
Mississippi river basin. The Flathead Lakers have noted that if our lake is colonized, it
would lead to eventual infestation of the entire Columbia River basin. From the
Mississippi, zebra mussels have begun to be transported back up the Missouri toward
Montana. In addition, the green map data points represemt a similar type of mussel, the
quagga. This is new to the southwest and poses problems similar to the zebra mussel.
The map shows that zebra mussels have moved about half the way from Michigan to
Montana, and are now about a day's drive away from the Montana border.

In general, I would hope that legislators recognize two things:

The first is just how serious and imminent this problem has become and how difficult it
would be to control within the state. Adequate concern must be encouraged within the
pertinent departments and resources needed to respond to this threat must be provided to
them.

Secondly, if zebra mussels do come to our state, it is almost certain it will be because
ignorant, careless, or totally self-centered individuals have transported them. If this bill
does nothing else, it must stop that transport of zebra mussels or other species to our
waters.

Senate Bill 343 certainly raises awareness and appears to provide departments with the
authorizations and procedures needed to address the potential for zebra mussel
contamination and other invasive species. My organization and I fully support this bill.

My only strong concern is with Section 11, part (2). Inspection for aquatic invasive
species, including the zebra mussel, requires access to any parts of a watercraft that may
actually contain contaminated water being transported from other states. That may
include the bilge, bait wells, or engine coolant water systems. It is not clear that this
access would be allowed under the current wording.

In closing my statement, I want to thank the committee for the chance to speak on behalf
of this bill and for your efforts in addressing this issue. The Flathead Lakers will do
whatever we can to support its passage and to ultimately implement its provisions.




Inland Lakes Infested with Zebra Mussels by County
(Year Discovered in Parentheses)

Alcona County
Alcona Pond (00)

Allegan County
Lake Allegan(97)

Alpena County
Four Mile L. (98)
Long Lake (99)
Seven Mile (98)

Antrim County

* Birch Lake (01)
Clam Lake (00)
Six Mile Lake (99)

Barry County
Gun Lake (98)
Payne Lake (00)

Benzie County
Bass Lake (00)
Crystal Lake (98)

Loon Lake (00)
Otter Lake (00)
Platte Lake (00)
Up.Herring (96)

Berrien County
L. Paw Paw (93)

Branch County
Coldwater L (98)
Craig Lake (00)

*L. o’ ¥ Woods

01)

Marble Lake (98)
Matteson L. (00)
Messenger L. {00)
Morrison L. (00)
North Lake (00)
Randall Lake (00)
South Lake (00)
Union Lake (99)

Cathoun
Duck Lake (98)

Cass County
Baldwin

Lake(98)

Birch Lake (00)
Christiann L. (92)
Diamond L (95)
Donnell Lake(95)
Eagle Lake (91)

* Finch Lake (01)
Indian Lake (98)
Juno Lake (92)

* Long Lake (01)
Magician L. (97)
Twin L. N. (98)
Twin L. S. (98)

Walloon Lake (93)
Cheboygan C'nty
Burt Lake (93)
Mullet Lake (98)
Clare County
Long Lake (99)
Windover L. (99)

Holloway Res. (95)
Mott Lake (98)
Lake Ponemah (00)
Silver Lake (00)
Gladwin County

Second Lake (98)

Smallwood L. (98)

‘Wixom Lake (97)
Grand Traverse Co.

Arbutus Lake (00)

Duck Lake (00)

Fife Lake (00)

Green Lake (00)

Silver Lake (00)
Hillsdale County

Baw Beese L. (97)
Ingham County

Lake Lansing (95)
Ionia County

Morrison Lake (99)
Fosco County

Cooke (98)

Foote Pond (98)
*Long Lake (01)
Iron County

* Fortune Pond (01)
Jackson County

Ackerson Lake(99)

Big Portage L. (98)

Clark Lake (94)

Columbia L. (97)

PleasantL. (99

Vineyard Lake (92)

Wampler Lake (94)

Charlevoix County Kalamazoo County  Oakland County Oceana County
Gull Lake (94) Big Lake (99) McLaren L. (99)
Kent County Brendle L. (00) Silver Lake (98)
Blue Lake (99) CassLake(93)  Roscommon County
Dean Lake (98) Cedar (Strgy) (98)  * Higgins Lake (01)
Lincoln Lake (99) Cedar Istand (99) L. St. Helen (94)
Lapeer County Clear (Strgy) (98) Houghton L. (93)
* Neppesing L. (01) Commerce L.(98)  St. Joseph County
Leelanau County * Crescent L. (01) Klinger Lake (96)
L. Leelanau (97) Crystal Lake (00)  Van Buren County
Lenawee County Duck Lake (98) Banksons (98)
Devils Lake (94) Elizabeth L. (94) Cedar Lake (98)
Evans Lake (98) * Greens (01) Gravel Lake(97)
Sand Lake (96) Kent Lake (94) L. 0’t Woods (96)
Livingston County  * L. Angelus (01) Saddle Lake (98)
Chemung L. (98) L. Oakland (98) Washtenaw County
* E. Crooked L.(01) Lake Orion (00) Barton Pond (94)
* Ore Lake (01) Lakeville L. (95) Base Line (95)
Rush Lake (00) Long (Strgy) (98) Portage Lake (94)
* Sandy Bottom (01) Loon Lake (93) Whitmore (94)
School Lake (01) Lower Straits (99) Wayne County
Strawberry L. (97) Lower Trout (98) Belleville L. (93)
Manistee County Maceday L. 97)
Bear Lake (00) Mid. Straits (99)
Tippy Dam L.(97) OrchardL.(94)  * Newly Confirmed
Mason County Otter L. (94) in 2001
Ford Lake (00) Oxbow Lake (99)
Hackert Lake (00) Pine Lake (97)
Mecosta County Pontiac Lake (00) 44 Counties
Bergess (98) Schoolhouse (96) 166 Lakes
Blue Lake (97) Silver Lake (94)
Mecosta Lake (97) Squaw Lake (98)
Round Lake (97) Stwony Cr. Imp.(95)
Midland County Sylvan L. (94) Source:
Sanford L. (98) Tan (Stringy) (98)  Michigan Sea Grant
Montcalm County Union Lake (97)  Inland Lakes
Derby (98) Upper Straits (97)  Zebra Mussel
Whitefish L. (98) Van Norman (98) Infestation
Muskegon County Walled Lake (93)  Monitoring Program,
* Big Blue L. (01) Walnut Lake (99)  December 2001
Watkins Lake (95)
White Lake (97) www.msu.msue.edu/
Wolverine L.(99) seagrant/zmfiles/lake
Woodbull L. (99)  011402.html
Note: Michigan Sea Grant excludes lakes that have
direct connections with or have outlets within one
mile of a Great Lake. Thus lakes such as Charlevoix,
Hamlin, Manistee, White and others are not listed here
nor included in the count of 166 infested “Inland Lakes”
although they are known to have zebra mussels.
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A new proposal addressing the threat of
invasive species will come before the Mon-
tana Legislature this year. Sponsored by Sen-
ator Verdell Jackson of Kalispell, the bill’s
purposes include:

s preventing the introduction of new,
harmful, invasive species into Mon-
tana; R

« controlling and preventing the
spread of harmfull, invasive species
within the state; and

» coordinating public and private
efforts and expertise to combat
invasive species,

This legislation would complement and
strengthen current invasive species educa-
tion and prevention efforts. The Flathead
Lakers assign a high priority to preventing
the introduction of harmful aquatic invad-
ers. Lakers board member Ted Williams

INSIDE

Visit our web site!
www.flatheadlakers.org

Proposed Blll Would Help Thwart Zebra Mussel Invasmn

serves on a committee that has worked on
the proposed legislation for over a year.

Flathead Lakers board members met
with focal legislators in early December to
discuss the upcoming session. We encour-
aged them to support an invasive species bill
that effectively protects Flathead and Mon-
tana waters from harmful invaders like the
zebra mussel. ;

Aquatic invasive species pose a gro»fring
threat to Montana’s streams, rivers and lakes.
Harmful invaders have devastated water
bodies in the Great Lakes states and other
areas, costing utilities, municipalities and
other water users millions of dollars. The

U.S. Geological Survey estimates that $5 bil-

lion has been spent in the Great Lakes Basin
alone for damages caused by and control ef-
forts for the zebra mussel.

A close relative of the zebra mussel, the
quagga mussel, has now established colonies
west of the Mississippi River. Discovered in
Lake Mead in 2007, quaggas have spread to
other. reservoirs in the southwest and the
Colorado River.

Zebra and quagga mussels displace native
species, degrade biodiversity including fish-
eries, clog water pipes, and coat boat motors
and any structures in the water. Preventing

the introduction of these species is far more ‘

cost effective than trying to control them af-
ter they appear.

Aquatic invaders can easily be trans-
ported on boats being hauled from one wa-
ter body to another and can withstand ex-

- tended periods of time out of the water orin

very little water.

~Zebra mussels. coat a steel pipe. Keepmg the mussels and

gtherinvasive aquaticspecies out of Flathead watersis atop

priority for the Lakers. Phato courtesy of MT Fl WR

Commenting on an early draft of the leg-
islation, Ted Williams said “I strongly believe
that barriers to the spread of aquatic invasive
species should be included in the legislation.
We need to block organisms such as zebra
mussels from coming into the state” An in-
spection program for watercraft entering
the state is an important tool to accomplish
this goal, and the Flathead Lakers encourage
legislators to authorize and fund inspection
stations now — before it is toa late.

— Robin Steinkraus

Our website hasfinks to this bifl & assodiated committees.
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